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|. Situation analyses

1. Ruse Region /in brief/
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Ruse Region is situated in North Bulgaria and ceviee Northeast part of the North Central
planning region. Its north border passes the nxgley of the Danube River and coincides with
state's border with the Republic of Romania, whuse region borders on Prefectura Giurgiu. The
Region covers 2803.4 Kimwhich is approximately 2.53 % of the countryisitery.

Administrative-territorial envelopment includes &umicipalities /Borovo, Byala, Vetovo,
Dve Mogili, Ivanovo, Ruse, Slivo pole and Tsenoanfl 64 city councils. Administrative center of

the Region is the city of Ruse.

Table 1.Quantitative index of the settlements and cultahalbs in Ruse region

number
number of of
Municipalities
settlements Cultural
clubs
BOROVO 7 1 6 7
BYALA 10 1 9 10

VETOVO 7 3 4 7




DVE MOGILI 12 1 11 11
IVANOVO 13 0 13 13
RUSE 13 2 11 20
SLIVO POLE 11 1 10 11
TSENOVO 9 0 9 9
TOTAL 82 9 73 88

Ruse Region takes very important place in Bulganahonal history and possesses rich
cultural-historic heritage, including monumentsvadrid significance as Ivanovo rock churches.
The Region has at its disposal valuable, and inesoases even unique natural landmarks: the

powerful natural resource of the Danube River steneries of the Park "Rusenski Lom".

2. Quantitative index of the status of the CulturalClubs in Ruse Region

On the territory of Ruse Region function 88 Cudtu€lubs /"Chitalishte" — the word was
approved on the international symposium and wasmed as a word typical for the Bulgarian
context with no equivalent in the other languag28/are the Cultural clubs in Ruse municipality -
6 of them are in the city of Ruse, the rest arthevillages of Nikolovo, Hotanca, Chervena voda
and so on. 16 of the total number of 88 are regdten the 9 cities in the Region, and the rest 72

are in the villages.

The number of the employed people at the Cult@albs is 169. The pay-roll of the
employees is decreased to minimum levels. Of th&ma2 subsidiary employees, 43 are the
accountants, total number 71 — these are employeles, do not directly deal with cultural
problems. The rest 98 are librarians, secretadesfs of the artistic groups etc. From these 169

employees only 12 are men, which show the insufficy of gender balance.

80 cultural clubs are located in buildings of nuymality public ownership. Only 2 of them
have a contract for free use of the houses. 1ralltlub has its own building — cultural monument.
The aggregate area occupied by the cultural clulRuse region is 43586°m

The 88 cultural clubs possess totally 51 persarmhputers, in 10 of the libraries,
functioning at the cultural clubs; specialized dityr software is available till 2007. The number of
the voluntarily artistic groups at the culturallztus 187.

There is still insufficient activity by the predion and implementation of projects. During
2007 the projects with outer financial support &€e The projects that are implemented by the

cultural clubs on the territory of Ruse municipalit 2007 are 6.

Table 2. Quantitative index of the status and activity af @ultural clubs in Ruse region /for 2007/



Municipality Total Library Total Total Internet Artistic Repairs Implemented
number of fund number of number of groups implemented project
the cultural readers computers /in 2007/
clubs 12007/
Borovo 7 78547 1400 6 1 13 6 2
Byala 10 107375 1526 1 1 12 5 0
Vetovo 7 84990 1571 2 1 12 1 0
Dve Mogili 11 84909 1476 1 1 11 2 0
Ivanovo 13 133336 2 663 4 1 31 2 2
Ruse 20 332016 10 411 26 10 65 16 14
Slivo pole 11 94540 2905 3 2 26 4 2
Tsenovo 9 61 418 1439 8 1 17 4 3
Total: 88 977131 23 391 51 18 187 40 23

Being the only ones cultural institutions, espdgial the small villages, the cultural clubs
realize complex functions in reference to the neiahce of the cultural and social life of the local
communities. One very important part of their nossis the preservation of both material and non-
material heritage of the given settlement. Howewger,far the stress is put on the non-material
heritage and the objective to support and mairttaenfolklore of the area. In this sense is of high
importance the attention of the cultural clubs,eesgly in the small cities and villages, to the
material and natural resources, which are availRige region as it may have been observe from
the brief reference at the beginning of the reqasgper. There is a strong national financial
framework, which was design to support initiativesjects, and plans. The problem is that in the
cultural clubs there is a potential and people, wkeds in either case trainings in the sphere of
material heritage. This will help them later onjngsthe material and natural resources of their
settlements to participate adequate in preparinigf@filling tourism strategies, discussions and so
on.

In order to be examined the level of awarenesshef problems, in reference to the
preservation of the material heritage as well &dpinion of the employees at the cultural clubs

about the measures that should be taken in orqeeserve it.

Il. Research

1. Methodology



For the objectives of the recent survey the metbbdtratified sample is used. Only the
opinion of the employees of the Cultural clubs hasen subject of research. From 98 employees
directly dealing with cultural matters at the cudtuclubs in Ruse region 54 were inquired.

The research was implemented in May 2008 throughuestionnaire, consisted of 9
guestions. Two of them are left open for the emgdoto be able to fill specific data. The others are
multiple choice answer questions. 2 of the questigive the chance to be given more than one
answer and have options for adding answer, whicls wat preliminary pointed out.The

guestionnaire, has the following outlook:

Questionnaire

Dear Sir/ Madam,

The present research aims at examining the viewsa#titudes of the cultural figures in
Ruse region toward the preservation of culturalistonic monuments of Republic of Bulgaria in
conformity with the purposeful efforts of the wotdmmunity in reference to the preservation of
the world cultural heritage.

1. Cultural Club
2. Settlement
3. Are there cultural-historic monuments in your sétlement?

a/Yes b/No

4. Please, describe it/themhTo be filled when “Yes” answer on the previougstion have been
given/

5. Is there a museum collection at the institutiolyou represents?
a/ Yes b/No

6. What kind of exponents are included in it?//To be filled when “Yes” answer on the previous
guestion have been given/

7. To what extend your colleagues in the institutio you represents are acquainted with the
problems of cultural-historic heritage in your settement?

a/ They are acquainted

b/ They are rather acquainted

c/ They are rather not acquainted

d/ They are not acquainted

e/ | don't have information



8. According to you, which are the main problems daing with the preservation of the
cultural- historic heritage? / More than one answerpossible/

a/ The Lack of relevant legislation for the presgion of the cultural-historic heritage

b/ The shortage of resources for the preservatdncanservation of new-revealed monuments;
¢/ A huge part of the existing cultural and histarionuments are left without cares;

d/ Invaluable monuments of the ancient and newkureuhave been left from Bulgaria.

e/ Other / Please, specify/

9. What kind of measures, according to you, shoulde undertaken as form of preservation of
the material cultural-historic heritage / More than one answer possible/

a/ Expert discussion to be stimulated and legistagiiggestions and policies to be grounded;
b/ A national register of the monuments to be e@aind maintained;

¢/ Revenues to be raised in favor of the cultunédteric heritage;

d/ Public relation campaign to be worked out anpglemented;

e/ Trips to the historic places to be encouragbenframework of programs and projects;

f/ State financial support for the preservatiostoeation, displaying of the monuments to be
assured,;

g/ Publicity about the other forms, out of the stiatidget, but still supported by the state;

h/ The patronage to be encourage;

i/ The creation of relevant legislation for the sgevation of the cultural-historic monuments;
j/ Charity organization, which to dedicate theirnvon preservation of the CHH,;

k/ The science of the sphere of CHH preservatidretstimulated properly;

I/ Large societal circles to be encouraged to pigiie in the preservation of CHH;

m/ Other / Please, specify/

Thank you for supporting our work!

2. Results
In the research took part representatives of theired clubs from 5 cities — Ruse, Slivo
pole, Marten, Byala, Vetovo and 47 villages. In tliey of Ruse there are 6 Cultural clubs, and
representatives of 3 of them participated in tlseaech.

The distribution by municipalities is as follows:



- Slivo pole — 8 cultural clubs are representedodutl.
- Tsenovo — 2 out of 9

- lvanovo —11out of 13

- Dve Mogili — 5 out of 11

- Byala -8 out of 10

- Borovo -2 out of 7

- Vetovo -3 out of 7

- Ruse — 13 out of 20

On the 3rd question 59 % of the respondents arsiygositively and 41 negatively on the
guestion posed. In 32 settlements there are clthistoric monuments and in 22 there aren't.

3. Are there cultural-historic monuments in your
settlement?
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Graphic 1. Data, gathered on the question 3.

The fourth question was purposely left open ireotd be filled the type of monument there
is in the settlement. According to the results éhare 12 monuments in honor of those, who
perished in the Russian-Turkish war. Such monuntiet® are in the villages of Lom Cherkovna,
Chilnov, Trustenik, Dolno Ablanovo. Other monungeiatre in honor of perished warriors in the
Balkan war as well as in the | World War and theANlbrld War. Roman slabstone, churches,
Roman tombs are among the monuments of regionairianpce for the settlements in Ruse region.

On the question "Is there a museum collectiomairtstitution you represents?" the graphic

of the results shows the following:



5. Is there a museum collection at the
institution you represents?

23% Oa/ Yes

B b/ No

7%

Graphic 2. Data, gathered on the question 5.

At 13 cultural clubs there are museum collectidngll there are not.
The next & question requires from the respondent if he/shevared positively on the
previous question. All 13 museum collections cansiainly of ethnographic subject. In addition

there is a neolith subjects.

On the question "To what extend your colleagueshm institution you represents are
acquainted with the problems of cultural-historeritage in your settlementims atascertaining
whether the employees are acquainted with the @nakl attending the material heritage. 28 of the
respondents or 52% claim that their colleaguegeetty well-acquainted with the problems. 22 of
them or 40% argue that their colleagues are sontefahaliar with the issue. Very small number
of respondents admit that they are not aware of tlem't know about the other employees of the

Cultural club they represented -totally 8%.

7. To what extend your colleagues in the
institution you represents are acquainted
with the problems of cultural-historic heritage
in your settlement?
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Graphic 3. Data, gathered on the question 7.

The results of the answer given on tfeg@iestion shows as follows:



8. According to you, which are the main
problems dealing with the preservation of the
cultural- historic heritage? / More than one
answer possible/
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Graphic 4. Data, gathered on the question 8.

The most frequent answer ¥ the shortage of resources for the preservationnal
conservation of new-revealed monuments 63% or 34 respondents. The next answer by
frequency isa/ the lack of relevant legislation for the preseration of the cultural-historic
heritage — in this manner 30 respondents did answer or 58%. next comes answer a huge
part of the existing cultural and historic monumens are left without cares —28 resp. or 52%
pointed out this very answer. Answ@rinvaluable monuments of the ancient and newer ¢wre
have been left from Bulgariais pointed by21% or 11 respondent§here is no other adding to the
problems on the initiative of the respondent, s ldst optione/ Other, please specifgathered
0%. The percents are more than 100% because the resgeritave pointed out more than one
answer.

The last question of the questionnaire reveals/ibws of the workers at the cultural clubs
about the measures that should be taken in ordpreserve the material CHH. 32 respondents
answered that most effective will be if a natiomagister of the monuments is created and
maintained -answer b/. The next more frequent answeraéTrips to the historic places to be
encourage in the framework of programs and projects- 31 respondents. 29 think that the most
important measure is an expert discussion shouldtineulated and legislative suggestions and
policies to be grounded answer a/; 25 times the answey Revenues to be raised in favour of
the cultural —historic heritage is specified26 times the answéf State financial support for the
preservation, restoration, displaying of the monumets to be assureds marked The answerk/
the science of the sphere of CHH preservation to bstimulated properly is pointed out 18
times. Answeid/ public relation campaign to be worked out andmplementedcollected least of

all — only 9 times was marked.



9. What kind of measures, according to you, should be
undertaken as form of preservation of the material
cultural-historic heritage / More than one answer
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Graphic 5. Data, gathered on the question 9.

3. Analyses of the results

As the results on the question 7 show that theeregh level of awareness of the problem of
preservation of the material heritage among theqguerel at the cultural clubs in Ruse region.
Although there is no public information about tlatiaties, in reference to the subject, which may
be interpreted as either high level of knowledggetber with low interest of the topic or the other
explanation could be that they are not sure howsk this knowledge and here comes again the
problem of the inertness of the workers and theetelthat only the state could solve the problem
with enough financial resources. There is passiV#gk of motivation and conservative thinking.
Still the notions that "someone should come to esatw problems” prevail. There is a lack of
recognition that the state could not be respongdsleverything that happens on the territory @& th
state, without asking its citizens to do whatsoever

The 3¢ question aims at gathering quantitative inforntatias well as to examine the level
of awareness of the cultural club's personnel alibat presence of such monuments in the
settlement. The results show that cultural-histberitage is strongly concentrated mainly on the
territory of the municipalities of Ruse and IvanoWothe municipalities of Dve Mogili and Byala it
is low concentrated.

The purpose of the question 5 is to find out Wwhetin the cultural club is a museum
collection. The availability of such collectionsosts the attitude of the workers toward the material

heritage, in the immediate vicinity of him/her.also means that the cultural club, where there is



such a collection is quite responsible for the maltéreasure of the settlement and its signifieanc
to the local community.

The respondents identify well probably the heavmeblems — question 8, attended CHH
nowadays — the lack of allocated funds for the gmestion of the material heritage in Bulgaria.
What makes bad impression is that no one dareditd put another answer, apart from the listed
above. This means that they personally could resitity problems, they only marked already given
ones and the inability to identify problems medmat they could not solve them by themselves or
what is more pity. This is due to the fact tha ¢tfualification of the personnel of the culturalld
does not correspond to the challenges of todaynemiad with their motivation and initiative
aspiration —looking for alternative sources of finial support, either from the state or other denor
They could not prepare a project application an tio use the possibilities to be active and useful
for their communities.

One of the main goals of the numerous listed arsvespecially on the last 2 questions is to
give ideas to the cultural clubs what kind of iitves they could carry out. What is more surpgsin
is the facts that answer d/ public relation campday be worked out and implemented collected
least of all answers. It shows that one of thepssay, "soft measure" to draw the public's attenti
on the problem is underestimated. This could berasd as a result of the qualification of the
personnel of the cultural clubs, who don’t realtbee power of a strong PR and marketing
campaign, for example. However, the frequency efdghswer e/ Trips to the historic places to be
encouraged in the framework of programs and prejeminted out on the™question, could be
taken as either optimistic as well as pessimi€dic.one hand, the respondents themselves admit
that the CHH in Ruse region as a whole possesaustqotential. On the other hand, the
respondents recognize the need of tourist intécesur material heritage in order someone to do
something to solve the problems. In many casesruhde"someone" is often meant the state.

4. Conclusions

To sum up, in the years of transition to a dentici@ganization the concentration of the
attention of the society was on everyday problemeterial thinking has dominated, there was an
imposed tendency that the state withdraws from wiselctors of the societal life; and last but not
least we had complexes toward our national an@tiesidentity. But in the recent years the interest
on the problematic of the preservation of cultdrigkoric material heritage have raised on
international level. The conditions of intensifigtbbalization the preservation of traditions and
visible traces of the historic and cultural devetgmt of the society plays an important role for the
preservation of identities and a way to avoid agkimilation and unification. Bulgaria is rich in
material heritage, displaying various levels of elepment. On the local level, it's of high
importance those who are in charge of preservimgltical communities’ memory, e.g. cultural

clubs' personnel to initiate local debates, PR @agms, to participate in trainings, to prepare and



implement projects concerning the preservatiotheflocal heritage. As a whole, it depends on the
efforts of every single citizen, every culturaldrgs, museum managers, legislators, municipalities,
regional administrations — in other words, the vehsbciety to undertake relevant measures in order

to preserve the rich Bulgarian national materiaithge.



